
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     April 23, 2017 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – John 20:1-10 
 Hymn – 105 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am beguiled by the Easter stories.  They enchant 
me in the sense that they put me under a spell: I read them, and I 
find myself to be strangely comforted; but, I am also perplexed in 
that I have no way to meaningfully relate to what they describe, 
and am actually baffled by the narratives.  My need for comfort 
outweighs my uneasiness at being perplexed, and I am charmed 
into acquiescing to a concept I mistrust, do not really understand, 
but is made deceptively attractive by its pleasant historical 
associations.  I would choose the simplicity of bunnies, spring, 
sunrises and chocolate over the more complex and nuanced 
realities of the wounds that come with living, and the intensity, 
wisdom and compassion that is brought to me by proximity to 
those wounds.  I am somewhat embarrassed that this is true, yet 
it is the truth for most of me.  Wounds frighten me, and I lean 
toward thinking of Easter and resurrection as managing or even 
avoiding the fear by removing wounds from awareness if not from 
life.  Help me comprehend that Easter is about wounds remaining, 
and being the doorway to the fullness of life. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 20:19-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 110 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 122 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY  1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for April 30, 2017 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 

1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35. 
 
F.Y.I. 

The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  The lessor is # 7.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  Marolyn 
Bode is the hostess. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 We are still receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
Checks should be made out to the church, with OGHS in the 
memo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, what comes into view is the work 
God does of disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling 
and divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we 
are expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, 
and who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. God is constantly doing this work in us, and 
Easter is the realization that this work which God is and 
does is irrepressible. The experience of Easter is an 
extension of the experiences that are highlighted in the 
earlier parts of the Church Year: namely, that we have 
been introduced to elements of our personality which we 
have not been eager to embrace, and in fact have been 
active in rejecting, and yet they have repeatedly been 
returned to our awareness in the face of our repeated 
dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our “knowing” 
this divulging to be irrepressible, of understanding 
intuitively and empathically that the elements of our 
personality that keep being reintroduced to us are not 
only ours, but that God intends them to remain, because 
they reveal something essential about the person we are, 
something we need to assimilate in order to possess the 
fullest life feasible for us.  In the Church Year, Easter is a 
Season. That means that Easter is a period of time, one in 
which things about our life which we have not wanted are 
slowly owned as part of who we are, and we come to 
realize that they are realities to be explored. 
 
 
 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


 
Second Sunday of Easter [John 20:1-31] 

 John 20 is a reading in the Season of Easter which occurs in each 
cycle of the lectionary. Normally, these notes would be about the 
entire chapter. This year we will present the subject of the chapter, 
which is resurrection, by focusing on several verses. 
 In John 20:9 it is written: “…for as yet they [the disciples] did not 
understand the scripture that he [Jesus] must rise from the dead.”  
The word translated as “must” is a Greek word meaning “it is/was 
necessary (as binding).” We will understand the Greek to be more 
emphatic than the English translation: “it is necessary-compulsory-
required that Jesus rise from the dead,” and then explore why 
rising was obligatory. 
 When Jesus first appeared to the disciples in John 20:19-20, “he 
showed them his hands and is side.” Then in John 20:25, Thomas 
says: “…unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” And then in John 20:27, Jesus says to Thomas “…Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” We will explore why the 
wounds are so important. 
 On Easter Sunday we talked about a difference between our 
mind and the mind of those who lived in the first century; namely, 
that the distinction between the subjective and objective worlds, 
which is largely available to us, was hardly available or not available 
in the first century. The significance of this for us lies in how it 
influenced the writers of the Gospels: the disciple’s experiences 
following the death of Jesus, those which reminded the disciples of 
experiences they had when Jesus was alive and with them, were 
expressed as encounters with the concrete Jesus rather than as the 
disciples own experiences. These were recorded as resurrection 
appearances, and three of them are described in John 20. We read 
with our contemporary/modern minds the words written by their 
first century mind, and we assume they would have distinguished 
between subjective and objective; since they didn’t, we take their 
objective description as literally true. As a result, what would be 
their subjective experience is read by us as being an objective 

encounter. In this way, we fail to hold onto the truth that the 
resurrection of Jesus was something that happened to the disciples 
and was experienced by the disciples. We read the resurrection 
accounts as describing something that happened to Jesus, and took 
place in the past. However, the resurrection is and needs to be 
something that happens to us and is experienced by us, in the 
present. 
 Two of the resurrection experiences in John 20 involve Jesus’ 
wounds.  Why would the church emphasize these wounds? I suggest 
that the death of Jesus was a grievous wound to the disciples, and 
that over time, several decades, the disciples learned that as they 
turned toward that wound and experienced it, the life they had 
experienced with Jesus returned to them. This was a life-changing 
experience for the disciples, and it taught them how the fullness of 
life comes to all human beings—it comes through turning toward 
and embracing/exploring the wounds each of us and all of us have 
so that a surprising and vital life begins and takes root in us. It is by 
taking into account the way the wounds from the past continue to 
influence us in the present, the way our wounds effect our thinking 
and seeing and understanding, that we learn to experience our own 
life more deeply, and to see more accurately the lives of those we 
meet, and because of this to act more justly and effectively in the 
world around us. The fullness of our life is brought to us through the 
owning and integrating of the wounds that have shaped us. Mostly 
we do not live this way; we live by working to overcome wounds 
and try to live apart from them. We work to not keep them in our 
mind’s eye and learn from them and how to look at life through 
them. The story of Thomas illustrates the transition from trying to 
believe in the values of wounds to being able to trust that life comes 
from embracing them. In verse 25, where Thomas says: “…unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe,” the word 
translated as “believe” is a Greek word meaning “to have faith in.” 
In verse 27, where Jesus says to Thomas “…Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe…,” the word translated as “believe” is a Greek 
word meaning “trustworthy.” It takes time to move from wanting 



to have faith in wounds as a source of life, to seeing wounds as 
trustworthy sources of life, and then operating on that trust by 
opening to our wounds and learning from them. Most of us have a 
difficult time making this move because our wounds are tied up 
with fault and/or guilt, and we feel these when we struggle with 
our wounds. The “child” in us can feel judgment for getting 
wounded, or can feel guiIt for being wounded, and it is to offset 
this judgment/guilt that Jesus says to the disciples in verse 25: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” If 
we speak in opposition to the idea that a person’s wounds are their 
fault, or something about which they should feel guilt, over time 
our words will offset that idea and the judgment against them for 
being wounded is sent away and loses its hold over them. If we 
support the idea that a person’s wounds are their fault, something 
about which they should feel guilt, then that idea retains its hold 
over them, in which case it would be very difficult to embrace 
wounds, learn from them, and find life through them. 
 In order for the movement to occur from being wounded to 
finding life through wounds, it is necessary-compulsory-required-
obligatory for life to come from the death which wounds 
precipitate. Something from outside our wounds has to interrupt 
the way wounds kill off our life. That intervention is what God did 
for the disciples and continues to do for us. If we think of God as 
the creator of insight, an insight must have come to the disciples 
which invited and prompted the turn into their wound and their 
exploring it. As they did so, they discovered that life came to them 
through the wound they had received, a life like they had known 
when Jesus was alive. Using words from their thought-world, they 
expressed this as “He had arisen.” In our thought-world, we might 
express this in a different and less confusing way: that the work of 
God in bringing us the fullness of our life is irrepressible. This 
“irrepressibility” is what the word “resurrection” refers to, and is 
the subject of the Season of Easter. 

[Jim Robie, 4-21-17, Cycle A., John 20:19-31] 
 

 
 

 


